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Saint Martin de Porres

Mass Schedule

Our Clergy
Parochial Administrator: Fr. Wilfred Emeh

Parish Deacon: Melvin Burton Jr.

Adoration
Thursday’s  10 to 11 am

 (Chapel)

Reconciliation 
Sunday’s 9:15 - 10 am

or by appt.

18  Sunday in Ordinary Timeth

 Year C

Office Hours 
Tuesday through Friday  

8 am to 4pm

Parish Staff 
John Duffner - Business Manager
Ramona Milburn - Bookkeeper
Tonya Dorsey - Music Director

Elizabeth Maitre - Office Manager

August 3, 2025

EACH ONE  CATCH ONE  
CAN YOU LEAD SOMEONE TO CHRIST ?



The Problem of Greed

Our readings this week highlight the greed of humans and urge us to detach from
meaningless pursuits. The first reading, taken from Ecclesiastes, reminds us that greedily
acquiring and hoarding material wealth is futile because, when the hoarder dies, he leaves
this world empty-handed, while his heir may inherit and possibly waste his riches.

 In the Responsorial Psalm (Ps 90), the Psalmist challenges us to listen to God and let
Him soften our hearts so we can share our blessings with others. The Psalm Response
urges, “If  today you hear his voice, harden not your hearts” (Ps 95:8). In the second
reading, Paul points us toward eternal, heavenly treasures and warns that greed
(pleonexia) for wealth and influence is a form of idolatry. He advises, “Put to death, your
parts that are earthly: immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and the greed that is
idolatry” (Col 3:5). 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus, telling the parable of the foolish rich man, warns us against all
kinds of greed because greed shifts our focus away from God and away from serving and
loving Him in ourselves and others. Jesus says that God calls the greedy rich man a fool
because the man thought he would not die soon and believed he was not responsible for
how he used his riches. Additionally, the rich man forgot that his wealth had been lent to
him by God to be shared with the needy. Jesus also warns us that our eternal life does
not depend on earthly possessions (Lk 12:15), which we should give to gain eternal life.

The rich man was a fool because he forgot God and failed to become “rich in what
matters to God.” He overlooked the truth that God was the true owner of all his
possessions and blessings, and he was only God’s steward or manager. Furthermore, he
neglected others in need: since God had been pushed out of his heart, that heart became
narrow and closed off, leaving no room for others. Lastly, he forgot that he was going to
die and would never see beyond this world. He forgot that death was inevitable, sooner
or later. 

We are called to share our blessings with others. The parable of the rich fool provides
both a warning and an invitation. It reminds us that our possessions are only lent to us
by God, and we are responsible for how we use them. We should be generous in
sharing our time, treasure, and talents—the three elements of Christian stewardship.
Each of us is rich in something. The parable teaches us to share these gifts. Even if  we
are poor financially, we may be blessed with intelligence, good will, a sense of humor, or
the ability to encourage, inspire, and support others. Giving God the first fruits of our
labor, rather than the leftovers, is a traditional way of becoming “rich in what matters to
God.” 

Let us control our greed. Our greed takes on different shapes and forms. For some, it
may be the desire for approval and praise from others. For others, it is the uncontrolled
desire for power, control, or fame. For still others, it manifests as a craving for excessive
and sinful indulgence in eating, drinking, gambling, drugs, or sexual activities.
Greed also pulls our lives away from God, away from serving and loving others. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Martin de Porres Foundation
The Martin de Porres Foundation will be supporting Black Catholics throughout our
Archdiocese through reimbursing registration fees 100% for Archdiocesan programs 
See https://officeforblackcatholicsadphila.org/annual-events/ 
for dates and information.

Catholic Women’s Conference - Featuring his Excellency Bishop Joseph N. Perry
 Saturday , October 18, 2025 9 am to 4 pm 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, Doylestown, PA 
https://www.catholicwomensconference.org/

Parish Registration Information
We want to keep our parish information up to date. If your phone number,
 email address, or home address changes, please get in touch with the parish office.

Bible Study 
 Bible Study with Deacon Burton Wednesday at 6 pm.
Zoom Meeting # 570-117-8316.  Phone 1-646-568-7788 Hostkey # 20165

2025 Catholic Charities Appeal. 
Please support Catholic Charities Appeal.  Our Parish Saint Martin de Porres  has
reached only 2.49% of our goal of $18,000.  The Appeal’s goal is to raise at least $10
million, to support the many archdiocesan offices and programs that rely on the CCA
for more than half  of their funding, from Catholic Charities of Philadelphia (formerly
Catholic Human Services), to the archdiocesan schools of special education, to care for
our retired priests, to parishes in need. 

Daily Reading for Sunday August 3, 2025
Reading 1, Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23, Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 90
Gospel, Luke 12:13-21, Reading 2, Colossians 3:1-5, 9-11
4 August 2025 – Monday
First Reading: Numbers 114b-15, Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21
5 August 2025 – Tuesday
First Reading: Numbers 12, 1-13, Gospel: Matthew 14:22-36 or
 Matthew 15:1-2, 10-14-42
6 August 2025 – Wednesday
First Reading: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14, Gospel: Luke 9:28b-36
7 August 2025 – Thursday
First Reading: Numbers 20:1-13, Gospel: Matthew 16:13-23
8 August 2025 – Friday
First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:32-40, Gospel: Matthew 16:24-28
9 August – Saturday
First Reading: Deuteronomy 6:4-13,  Gospel: Matthew 17:14-20

Annointing of the Sick/Homebound Parishioners
If  you know a homebound parishioner who would like to receive Holy Communion and
a visti, pleaes get in touch with the parish office to schedule an appointment.

Mass Intentions
To Request a Mass Intention requests can be placed in weekend collection baskets in an
envelope marked “Mass Intentions” , or dropped off  to the Parish Office.  Mass
Intention Stipend is $ 10.00

eronomy

Annual March For Life
The annual Pennsylvania March for Life will take place in Harrisburg on Monday,
September 22nd.  10 AM Pre-Rally Concert.  Find out more at pa.marchforlife.org



Parish Mission Statement
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Prayers for Parishioners
Muriel Booker, Lucile Brown, Andre Carter,
Barbara Carter, Janice Whitmore-Carter,
Gerald Carter,  Melody Cooper, Mary Cooper,
Helen Dirkson,  Janice Floyd, Theresa Hart,
Lynette Ford - Havens, Harry W. Hubbard,
Hazel Marsh, Yakaisha Marsh, Lisa McCleod,
Clarence Preston, Lois Streeter, Tamika
Tender, Vicente Velazquez, Audrey Victor,
Janice Whitmore, Lisa Williams, Mary Jean
Williams,  Flora Hall, Lakia Moon, Edna
Moon Wilkes, Jenai Ballard, Kimberly Jenks-
Johnson, Gwenda Perry, Marsha Cooper

Mass Intention Sunday August 3, 2025
For God’s Blessings On

 Clement, Clara, Christelle, Comfort, and Lois

Prayer to St. Monica
Eternal and merciful Father, I thank you for the gift of Your Divine Son,
 Jesus Christ, who offered His life on the Cross for all mankind. I thank you also
 for the gift of the Catholic faith that I share. Help me to grow in faithfulness to
 You by prayer, by works of charity and penance, and by regular participation in the 
 Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist. You gave Saint Monica a spirit of selfless
 love manifested in her constant prayer for the conversion of her son, Augustine. 
 Inspired by boundless confidence in Your power to move hearts and the success 
of her prayer, I ask for the grace to imitate her constancy in my prayer for (N.). 
 In Your mercy and kindness, O Lord, grant that (he/she/they) may be open to the 
promptings of Your Holy Spirit to return to Your love and mercy 
in the communion of Your Church. Grant also that my prayer be
 ever hopeful and my witness be ever joyful. And grant me, O Lord, the grace
 never to judge another person's motives, for You alone can read what is in our hearts.
 I ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Parish Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community nourished by the Word of God and the Eucharist to proclaim the good news of

salvation in North Philadelphia.  Inspired by our Patron Saint Martin de Porres, we strive to welcome everyone,
regardless of race or background and to attend to the needy of our community.  We aspire to be a beacon of hope in

the City of Philadelphia, moved by an unwavering determination to revive, rebuild trust, and mediate a loving
relationship between the people of our city and Jesus Christ.

Vision Statement
Our Vision is to form intentional disciples and to build a faith filled and vibrant church community through a
commitment to faith formation, prayer, Eucharistic celebration and Adoration, and care for the less fortunate
brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit we shall recreate the spirit of the early Christian

community.

Invite Someone to Church
As we strive to grow our church attendance, every parishioner is a missionary
disciple, sent out to share the gospel with family, friends, and neighbors and to invite
someone to church.  We are called to create a welcoming church environment and
care for our visitors.


