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July 13, 2025

EACH ONE  CATCH ONE  
CAN YOU LEAD SOMEONE TO CHRIST ?



Good morning, Church, Family,

This is a Gospel we all know so well. Jesus' parable of the Good Samaritan. It is not
merely a story of kindness and generosity; it is a radical call to reorient our hearts and
live around the command to love.

When a lawyer asks Jesus what he must do to inherit eternal life, Jesus points him to the
law: "Love the Lord your God with all your heart... and your neighbor as yourself." But
then the lawyer seeking to justify himself, asks, "And who is my neighbor?" Jesus replies
with a story that stretches the very definition of 'neighbor' beyond the boundaries of
race, religion, and social expectation.

In the parable, it is not the religious leaders —the priest and the Levite—who act with
compassion, but a Samaritan sees the wounded man and is "moved with compassion,"
and takes action at a personal cost. Jesus ends the parable not by simply affirming the
Samaritan's actions but by commanding. "Go and do likewise." 

As followers of Christ, caring for our neighbor is an imperative, not an option. It is
grounded in the very identity of God and the mission of Jesus. The Good Samaritan
personifies what it means for us to be catholic, and to engage all with love and in action,
and not just with feeling. The one who shows mercy becomes the one who fully
embodies the love of God.

We are called to imitate this love for three core reasons:

1. God first loved us    
The entire Christian life is a response to the overwhelming love and mercy God has
shown us in Jesus Christ. "We love because he first loved us" (John 4:19).

2. Every person bears the image of God
The wounded man in the parable has no name, no background, and no qualifications.
His humanity alone is enough. The imago Dei- the image of  God is imprinted on every
person of humanity.

3. Love fulfills the law
Jesus affirmed that love is the greatest commandment. The apostle Paul reiterates, "The
one who loves another has fulfilled the law" (Romans13:8)  Caring for our neighbor is
not a side issue; it is the essence of holiness.

Church Family, who is lying wounded on the roadside near you? Your next neighbor in a
crisis?  A parishioner who experienced the death of a family member? An ungrateful
person living in your home? A person marginalized by society or even by the Church? or
maybe each of us struggling in our faith?

To follow Jesus means to open our eyes and hearts to them. It means choosing
inconvenience, embracing discomfort, and taking risks for the sake of love. Because in
loving our neighbor, we are drawing near to God. 

And perhaps the greatest surprise I find in this parable is not only the wounded man
who is saved, but the one who stoops down to love in a way God does to truly save us
from our wounded self. 

May the Lord be with you.
Deacon Melvin Burton Jr.



ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Martin de Porres Foundation
The Martin de Porres Foundation will be supporting Black Catholics throughout our
Archdiocese through reimbursing registration fees 100% for Archdiocesan programs 
See https://officeforblackcatholicsadphila.org/annual-events/ 
for dates and information.

Daily Reading for Sunday July 13, 2025 
Reading 1, Dueteronomy 30:10-14, Responsorial Psalm Psalm 69
Gospel, Luke 10:25-37, Reading 2  Colossians 1:15-20

14 July 2025 – Monday
 First Reading: Exodus 1 8-14,22, Gospel: Matthew 10:34-11:1
15July 2025 – Tuesday
First Reading: Exodus 1 1:15a,  Gospel: Matthew 11:20-24
 16 July 2025 – Wednesday
First Reading: Exodus 3: 1-6, Gospel: Matthew 11:25-27
17 July 2025 – Thursday
First Reading: Exodus  3:13-20, Gospel: Matthew 11:28-30
18 July 2025 – Friday
First Reading: Exodus 11:10-12:14, Gospel: Matthew 12:1-8
19 July 2025 – Saturday
First Reading: Exodus 12: 37-42, Gospel: Matthew 12:14-21

A Special Thank You from the Sisters of Saint Joseph  to Kathy Waters!!!     
As many of you know( and some may not...) Kathy has been spending so
much time this summer ,in the sun and heat, on weekdays and weekends,
BEAUTIFYING the parish grounds! New mulch, flowers, pruning ,plants, adding
turf...on and on! It has been amazing. The Sisters enjoy watching this work and enjoying
the view out in front of the convent. Next time you come to Church check it out! Kathy,
thank you! Thank you for generously sharing your creativity with all of us!
We are SO grateful!
Nancy Fitzgerald, SSJ

Catholic Women’s Conference - Featuring his Excellency Bishop Joseph N. Perry
 Saturday , October 18, 2025 9 am to 4 pm 
National Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa, Doylestown, PA 
https://www.catholicwomensconference.org/

Parish Registration Information
We want to keep our parish information up to date. If your phone number,
 email address, or home address changes, please get in touch with the parish office.

Daily Mass Schedule this Week
 Weekday Masses will be on Wednesday and Thursday this week.

Bible Study 
 Bible Study with Deacon Burton Wednesday at 6 pm.
Zoom Meeting # 570-117-8316.  Phone 1-646-568-7788 Hostkey # 20165

2025 Catholic Charities Appeal. 
Please support Catholic Charities Appeal.  Our Parish Saint Martin de Porres  has
reached only 2.49% of our goal of $18,000.  The Appeal’s goal is to raise at least $10
million, to support the many archdiocesan offices and programs that rely on the CCA
for more than half  of their funding, from Catholic Charities of Philadelphia (formerly
Catholic Human Services), to the archdiocesan schools of special education, to care for
our retired priests, to parishes in need. 



Parish Mission Statement
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Prayers for Parishioners
Muriel Booker, Lucile Brown, Andre Carter,
Barbara Carter, Janice Whitmore-Carter,
Gerald Carter,  Melody Cooper, Mary Cooper,
Helen Dirkson,  Janice Floyd, Theresa Hart,
Lynette Ford - Havens, Harry W. Hubbard,
Hazel Marsh, Yakaisha Marsh, Lisa McCleod,
Clarence Preston, Lois Streeter, Tamika
Tender, Vicente Velazquez, Audrey Victor,
Janice Whitmore, Lisa Williams, Mary Jean
Williams,  Flora Hall, Lakia Moon, Edna
Moon Wilkes, Jenai Ballard, Kimberly Jenks-
Johnson, Gwenda Perry

Mass Intentions
Sunday:              Sister Gertrude Melus, SSJ                
Monday:            Sister Rose Marie Kean, SSJ
Tuesday:            Sister Mary Patricia Watson, SSJ
Wednesday:       Rita Felder
Thursday:          Sister Ruth O’Neill, SSJ
Friday:               Sister Rita Frances Hekker, SSJ
Saturday:           Richard Tinson

Prayer to St. Monica
Eternal and merciful Father, I thank you for the gift of Your Divine Son,
 Jesus Christ, who offered His life on the Cross for all mankind. I thank you also
 for the gift of the Catholic faith that I share. Help me to grow in faithfulness to
 You by prayer, by works of charity and penance, and by regular participation in the 
 Sacraments of Penance and the Holy Eucharist. You gave Saint Monica a spirit of selfless
 love manifested in her constant prayer for the conversion of her son, Augustine. 
 Inspired by boundless confidence in Your power to move hearts and the success 
of her prayer, I ask for the grace to imitate her constancy in my prayer for (N.). 
 In Your mercy and kindness, O Lord, grant that (he/she/they) may be open to the 
promptings of Your Holy Spirit to return to Your love and mercy 
in the communion of Your Church. Grant also that my prayer be
 ever hopeful and my witness be ever joyful. And grant me, O Lord, the grace
 never to judge another person's motives, for You alone can read what is in our hearts.
 I ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Parish Mission Statement
We are a Catholic Community nourished by the Word of God and the Eucharist to proclaim the good news of

salvation in North Philadelphia.  Inspired by our Patron Saint Martin de Porres, we strive to welcome everyone,
regardless of race or background and to attend to the needy of our community.  We aspire to be a beacon of hope in

the City of Philadelphia, moved by an unwavering determination to revive, rebuild trust, and mediate a loving
relationship between the people of our city and Jesus Christ.

Vision Statement
Our Vision is to form intentional disciples and to build a faith filled and vibrant church community through a
commitment to faith formation, prayer, Eucharistic celebration and Adoration, and care for the less fortunate
brothers and sisters of Jesus Christ.  Guided by the Holy Spirit we shall recreate the spirit of the early Christian

community.

Invite Someone to Church
As we strive to grow our church attendance, every parishioner is a missionary
disciple, sent out to share the gospel with family, friends, and neighbors and to invite
someone to church.  We are called to create a welcoming church environment and
care for our visitors.


